
Regulation and the 
Environment

Tuesday, June 16, 2009



Frances Oldham Kelsey

In 1960, Frances Oldham Kelsey was hired by the 
FDA in Washington, D.C. as one of eleven physicians 
reviewing drugs for the FDA. One of her first 
assignments was to review the drug thalidomide. 
Even though it had already been approved in over 20 
European and African countries, and despite pressure 
from thalidomide’s manufacturer, she withheld 
approval for the drug, and requested further studies. 
Kelsey's insistence that the drug should be fully 
tested prior to approval was dramatically vindicated 
when the births of approximately 10,000 deformed 
infants in Europe were linked to thalidomide ingestion 
by their mothers during pregnancy. She was hailed as 
a heroine for limiting the effects in the US. The public 
outcry was swift and the Food, Drug, and Cosmetics 
Act Amendments of 1962 requiring stricter testing of 
drugs were passed unanimously by Congress. 
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Rachel Louise Carson 
(1907-1964)

Rachel Carson was an marine biologist whose writings 
are often credited with launching the global 
environmental movement Carson started her career as a 
biologist in the U.S. Bureau of Fisheries and transitioned 
to a full-time nature writer in the 1950s. Her widely 
praised 1951 bestseller The Sea Around Us won her 
financial security and recognition as a gifted writer. Her 
next books, The Edge of the Sea and Under the Sea 
Wind were also bestsellers. In the late 1950s, Carson 
turned her attention to conservation and the 
environmental problems caused by synthetic pesticides. 
The result was Silent Spring (1962). Silent Spring 
spurred a reversal in national pesticide policy, leading to 
a nationwide ban on DDT and other pesticides, and the 
grassroots environmental movement it inspired led to the 
creation of the Environmental Protection Agency. 
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Jane Jacobs 
(1916-2006)

Jane Jacobs was an urbanist best known for The Death and Life of Great 
American Cities (1961), an influential book on urban planning, and her 
successful battle in the 1960s to prevent the construction of the Lower 
Manhattan Expressway in New York City. Jacobs criticized the urban renewal 
policies of the 1950s, which she claimed created isolated, unnatural urban 
spaces. She advocated free market policies that would encourage dense, mixed-
use neighborhoods like Greenwich Village in New York City.
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• 1964: Water Conservation Act and Wilderness Act create the 
National Wilderness Preservation System. Originally the act 
preserved as wilderness 9 million acres within federally 
administered property. As of 2008 this amount had increased to 
107 million acres (5% of entire U.S.) The NWPS coordinates 
activities of Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service, 
National Park Service, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Ansel Adams Wilderness, California

Tuesday, June 16, 2009



• 1964 In January Surgeon General Luther Terry 
issued Smoking and Health linking cigarettes 
to deaths. In June the Federal Trade 
Commission voted to require cigarette 
manufacturers to “clearly and prominently” 
place warnings of packages of cigarettes 
effective January 1, 1965. The first warning 
read “Caution: Cigarette Smoking May Be 
Hazardous to Your Health”

• After retiring from government in 1965 Terry 
continued to be active in the campaign against 
smoking and helped to bring about the ban on 
cigarette advertisements on radio and 
television in 1971.

Luther Terry
Surgeon General 1961-1965
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• 1969: Over a ten-day period starting on January 28, 1969 a blowout 
of Union Oil’s Platform A six miles off the California coast spilled 3 
million barrels of oil into the sea, creating an oil slick that covered 800 
square miles, soiled beaches along miles of coastline, killed 
thousands of birds, and suffocated marine plant life. 

This photograph, taken on 
January 29, 1969 shows oil 
bubbling to the ocean’s 
surface around Platform A
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Environmental Protection 
Agency

On July 9, 1970, Richard Nixon, transmitted 
Reorganization Plan No. 3 to the U.S. 
Congress by executive order, creating the 
EPA as a single, independent, agency from 
a number of smaller arms of different federal 
agencies. Prior to the establishment of the 
EPA, the federal government was not 
structured to make a coordinated attack on 
the pollutants which harm human health and 
degrade the environment. The EPA was 
assigned the task of repairing the damage 
already done to the natural environment and 
to establish new criteria to guide Americans 
in making a cleaner, safer America.

In 1972, the EPA banned the use of DDT 
because of its "unreasonable adverse 
effects on man and the environment.”
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In 1971, a small team of activists set sail from 
Vancouver, Canada, in an old fishing boat. These 
activists, the founders of Greenpeace, intended 
to "bear witness" to US underground nuclear 
testing at Amchitka, a tiny island off the West 
Coast of Alaska.Amchitka was the last refuge for 
3000 endangered sea otters, and home to bald 
eagles, peregrine falcons and other wildlife.

Even though their old boat, the Phyllis Cormack, was intercepted before 
it got to Amchitka, the journey sparked a flurry of public interest.The US 
still detonated the bomb, but nuclear testing on Amchitka ended that 
same year, and the island was later declared a bird sanctuary.

Greenpeace concerns itself with whaling, bottom trawling, global 
warming, ancient forest destruction, nuclear power, genetic engineering 
and ship breaking.
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