
Richard Brautigan
(1935-1984)

✤ Born in Tacoma, Washington

✤ 1956: moved to San Francisco and 
became a small part of the Beat 
Movement publishing books such as 
Lay the Marble Tea and Please Plant 
This Book.

✤ 1961: Wrote Trout Fishing in America 
during a long fishing trip to Idaho, 
but could not get it published.

✤ 1964: Confederate General from Big Sur 
sold 743 copies
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✤ 1967: Poet in Residence at California Institute 
of Technology. Published regular prose poems 
in Rolling Stone magazine.  Trout Fishing in 
America was published during the Summer of 
Love and eventually sold 2 million copies in 
twelve languages.

✤ 1972: moved to Pine Creek, Montana and spent 
time in Japan.

✤ 1984: Brautigan’s body was found several 
weeks after he shot himself. The obituaries 
were noticed by his biological father who had 
never known that he had a son.
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✤ Other works include:

Novels

The Abortion: An Historical Romance (1966)

In Watermelon Sugar (1968)

Willard and His Bowling Trophies (1975)

Poetry

All Watched Over by Machines of Loving Grace 

Please Plant This Book

Rommel Drives on Deep into Egypt (1970)

The Pill Versus the Springhill Mining Disaster (1968)

Stories

Revenge of the Lawn (1971)
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Trout Fishing in America (1967)
Themes

✤ The search for good in America

✤ The imagination’s power to transform reality. “He created his own Kool-Aid 
reality and was able to illuminate himself by it” (p. 10).

✤ Because the book is antididactic, based on the Zen Buddhist belief that life is 
essentially determined and that social progress is an illusion, the book promotes 
social change through personal transformation rather than collective action. 
“Where did the name 208 come from? What did it mean? I thought about it for a 
while, hiding if from the rest of my mind. But I didn’t ruin my birthday by 
secretly thinking about it too hard” (p. 69).
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Trout Fishing in America (1967)
Technique

✤ self-conscious artificiality. “Expressing a human need, I always wanted to write a 
book that ended with the word Mayonnaise” (p. 111).

✤ Documentary collage of alternative methods of discourse: collection of literary 
parodies, historical allusions, and the signatures of popular culture glued together 
with the protean phrase “Trout Fishing in America.”
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Saint Peter and 
Paul Cathedral
San Francisco

“There is a tall church across the street 
from the statue with crosses, steeples, 
bells and a vast door that looks like a 
huge mousehole, perhaps from a Tom and 
Jerry cartoon, and written above the door 
is “per L’Universo” (p. 2).
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http://www.virtuar.com/ysf2/ap-Washington-
Square.htm

A virtual tour of Washington Square Park in the 
North Beach section of San Francisco. 

H. D. Cogswell was a prohibitionist who 
donated the statue of Franklin and installed 
water taps around the base to discourage the 
drinking of alcohol.
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