
AN ABORTION TESTIMONIAL

Barbara Susan

One of the most significant political campaigns waged by feminists was to legalize
abortion, ultimately suctessful in the 1973 Roe v. Wade Supreme Court ruling. Talk
ing publicly about and testifying to one's experiences were central to the movement
to change abortion laws. This testimony by Barbara Susan was given before the New
York State legislature considering changes in state law.

I became pregnant. I had incomplete knowledge of contraception. I was sane
and healthy, therefore ineligible for a legal abortion. Not being criminal or so
phisticated I had no access to illegal means of abortion. I asked my mother for
money to cover the cost of a trip to Japan where abortion was legal. She was
not wealthy. She refuse.d. She became hysterical. I became hysterical. Twenty
four hours later I was married. Eight months later I was delivered of an infant.
Shordy afterwards the child was adopted and my marriage dissolved.
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At the time of conception I W:lS capable of a love relationship but not a
parent-child relationship.The state forced me into becoming a parent by deny
ing me the right to a legal abortion. I would like to sue the state for damages re
sulting from that maternity.

I was forced into a marriage relationship through pressure from my family.
Pressure. which since I was in a vulnerable position, I was unable to resist. My
husband had no money. I left college and took a full-time job. By taking a leave
of absence from college I forfeited a regents scholarship (which was the only
reason I was able to attend school).Also, the school had a rule which did not al
low pregnant women to register. In effect, I had no freedom to pursue the goals
which [ had set up lor mysefr.llle state was punishing me for my sexual behav
ior. I no longer had control ofmy life. At seventeen years ofage it had been in
terrupted by forced maternity.

I decided to give the child up for adoption. I had to defend that decision
against family and friends who had been so influenced by the legal sanctions
given to motherhood that they found it impossible to accept my decision. They
tried to convince me to stay married and become a mother. I was unprepared
for motherhood fmancially, emotionally, and morally.

I decided to dissolve the marriage.Mter the birth of the child I returned to
school. I was also working at that time to pay off legal bills, medical bills, and to
support myself (I had been fired from my previous job when they discovered I
was pregnant.) After one term I left school and got a full-time job. My present
occupation as an art teacher and a painter is not a very lucrative one, and can
barely support me, let alone enable me to return to school.

When I tried to take control of my life (have an abortion), I faced opposi
tion.The state was on the side of the opposition. I feel it is unconstitutional for
the state to have taken any position in relation to the moral and emotional way
in which I chose to conduct my life.The state should compensate me for the
emotional ordeal it put me through. Moreover, the state should be made to sup
port me while 1 finish my education.


